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collected in heaps undergoes peculiar changes caused
by "bacteria, by which it is altered and ripened sometimes becom-
ing intensely hot and giving off vapors. In this process of break-
ing up the tissues and nitrogenous compounds by the bacteria,
much, heat is generated and ammonia, of high fertilizing value,
is set free.
I-t has ever been the endeavor of the agricultural chemist to
avoid this loss, and it has been proven by him that manure kept
in. SL container, and stamped into a compact mass, will preserve
a romcli higher fertilizing value.
Iia the city, the individual initiative of the inhabitants is also
of -fche highest importance. Without an intelligent and con-
scientious cooperation of the individual citizen, the great power
Invested in the board of health cannot work for the full benefit
of trhe community.
It> is a crying shame to see in some cities here and abroad,
carts with putrefying garbage passing through the streets and
developing most obnoxious smells. This practice is tolerated
by sheer custom. But the odor, itself, is not the worst offense:
The decaying garbage in open carts is transported through our
streets as if it were a contrivance invented for the very purpose
of carrying infection to ourselves, to our children, to everything
that lives, by the agency of the fly.
TIae boards of health should awaken to their grave responsi-
bility by compelling the householders not to deliver any garbage
befoire it is disinfected. There are but two remedies for it:
either to compel them to burn up their garbage, which is awkward
and expensive, or the next, and cheapest and simplest way is
to sp>rinkle a small amount of dry chloride of lime on the garbage
cans. Every garbage can, after being emptied should be dis-
infected. by sprinkling chloride of lime at the bottom. The latter
precaution could be taken by the garbage collector, who ought
regularly to be provided with chloride of lime, which should also
be sprinkled on the garbage as it is loaded into the cart.
During the day, the householder should be taught, upon each
addrfcioxi to the garbage pail, to sprinkle a little chloride of lime
on. ttie surface. In this manner, putrefaction would be entirely
prevented and the garbage can would cease to attract flies,
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